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TO THE 


READ ER. 


a 5. [RAU LU hon LN han'//) H I & Confe YOCNCE. t being 
Fi of) 1114911: ity Yeence. anl 
SIE Y yet really perfor ned oul 
9 of the Ircaſure of 4 ve- 
T. great Minjte of 
SIETE "F Capacity > tt was tl. oaght fit 
\- tobe publiſted now, al nat b:fore 
becauſe that reſ] ſpeEt ought to be pay _ 
to the Secret of his Majeſtic” s Af 
fairs, ſo as nothing ſhould anticipate 
the King's own labours, to give the 
| people ſatisfaGion in his due time 
vb touching the tender care thgt He is 


graciouſiy pleaſed to take of all bis 
A Subjefts 


"of Wo I% Sp 


A 
2» 


To the Reader. 
Subjects in point of Honour, Safety, 


Freedom, Union, and Commerce : 
which nothing could more advance 
than the Concluſion of the Treaty 
newly made betwixt Fngland and 
the Stares of the United Provinces; 


_ which without flattery way be de- 


monſtrated to men of underſtanding 
to aint at nothing but the Good of bis 
Subjects in general, exempt from all 
manner of private Intereſt whatſo- 
ever. Bleſſed be God then that it is 
ſo happily concluded; and that we 
hawe a KING whom nothing can 
ever alienate from the true Intereſt 
of. his Realms, nor no corrupt Coun- 
ſellonr ( let him be thought to be ne- 
wer ſo powerful or crafty in order ta 
oe OWN Adwantages ) prewent the 

Wiſdom ani the Integrity of ſuch a 
Prince from prevailing above all 
the Artifeces and Frauds of = 
who 


To the Reader. 


who would perſwade the Nation, 
(were they competent Maſters of 
their Art enough ſo to do) that thoſe 
Counſellours who are not intereſted 
can be leſs prudent or ſucceſsful than 
ſuch as did make it their buſineſs to 
appropriate all to themſelves, and 
nothing to their Maſter, The French 
King zs much commended for his 
Parts and AGiwity : but let us ſee 
bim outdo the King of England in 
this particular of the Treaty, both 
in courage and conduc, and then I 
ſhall be apt to attribute his Gran- 
ll, deuras much to natural Abilities as 
extraordinary Fortune, but not bes 
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FREE CON [FERENCE 


Touching 
The preſent State of ENGLAND, 


Both at home and abroad : 


In order to the Defigns of 
FRANCK 


HE Adventure which hap- 
pened unto me lately is of 
j-ſo extraordinary a nature, 
and contains ſo many impor- 
| tant Diſcoveries in relation 
to the publick Good in its Progreſs,that 
I ſhould prove defective towards my 
Countrey, if I did not candidly publiſh 
all the Paſſages, both touching the Oc- 
ca{ion,and the Effects of w hat followed 
from this Accident. 
Know then, that a Peer of the Realm 
of Ergland, and one whoſe Merit, Qua- 
lity, 


- The Intereſt of England 
lity,and the Place which he holds inthe 
| Adminiſtration of the Aﬀeairs of theKing- 
dom are remarkable ; did invite ſundry 
of his Lordſhip's beſt friends t6 a magni- 
ficent Feaſt, and amongſt the reſt he had 
the kindneſs not to omit me out of the 
number : where the excellence of the 
Chear which he made to his Gueſts, af- 
ter a moft noble manner, put the.whole 
Company into ſuch a refined humour of 
converling together, that the Entertain- 
ment was but one intire pleaſing Debate, 
how to expreſs our compleat enjoying 
of each other. I was not wanting with 
the uttermoſt of vigour and ſolace tq 
uphold the Genius of this Conference. 
But asthe freeſt ſpeakers do commonly 
come by the worſt in diſcourſe, and are 
the ſooneſt expoſed to enterficring 
laſhes 3 I found my ſelfto be attacqued 
in ſo many places at once with the (wift- 
neſs of other mensreaſons and wits, w ho 
held the oppolite Arguments , that al- 
though I were ſomething heated, yet 
there remained unto me preſence of 
mind enough (and ſucceſs of Intervals) 
to get inſenſibly out of the Preſs, —_ 
ra6 
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iz reference to. the French: Deffgns. 3 
the Diforder and Confuſion laſted, 
(which is uſual ar ſuch Meetings) into 
another Room, I retired then, purſuing 
the opportunity,into a fairGallery,which 


- ſurpriſed my eyes with the rich Orna- 


ments wherewith it was furnilhed 5 aut 
not without trouble neither, and a Cu- 
riolity beyond the Opticks of phe place, 
which increaſed there; ſaas 1 was di- 
verted from any farther conlideration of 
the Furniture, becauſe the place ſeemed 
to lie too near the Enemy, to dwell any 
longer upon thoſe Objefts, Wherefore 
I went into another Chamber hard. by, 
which inſtantly filled me with new Ap- 
Prehenfions , by the means of ſeveral 
large Looking-glafles hanging on the 
Walls, which ſhewed me my own pro- 
per Figure at length on every ſide, and 
from thence imprinted in my wounded 
Imagination as manyAdverfaries as there 
were angular Reflections out of each 
Mirrour ; that appeared to purlue me fo 
furiouſly, that I ran on violently with 
my head forwards, in order to ſome 


Eſcape, to the door of another Cham- 


ber adjoyning thereunto, which opened 
| with 
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with ſuch refiſtence, when I thruſt 
againſt it, as1f it had been forced with 
a Petard ; And thus falling in the at- 
tempt, I was ſo ſtunned, that it was a 
go0d while after before I couid come 
to myſelf again. But at laſt having part- 
ly recovered my ſpirits, 1 was ſurpriſed 
with a freſh aſtoniſhment, as much ama- 
Zing me as the forwer had done that Þ 
repeatec : For wher. I begar: to open my 


eyes halt way,finCing that till then they | 


had becn altogether uauſzfui to me, [ 
attributed the ciforder to wart of 
Sight, ofcen tecling , 1h regars of ttt 
darkneſs of the Room, to try whether 
they were ſtill in my head or act. Yet 
perceiving, betwixt diſccrning and 
_ doubting, that all I eſlayec cf this td 
was to no purpole; after | avin z deplorc: 
the bitterneſs of an imaginary loſs, I 
groped on more and more in the dark, 
until I chanced to come to an Alcore, 
where feeling with my hands TI took faſt 
hold upon the Alcoze, and graſped the 
pillar of a Bed, which had I not lights 
upon, I muſt have fallen the ſecond 
tire, For, thruſting hard againſt one of 
the 
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the Poſts, the Counter-ſtroak of the 
Wood threw me all along into the mid- 
dle of aCouch,wherc I remained ftretch- 
cd forth like a Coarſe without any mo- 
tion, 11 the {3me poſture ot a precipitate 
Swoon. And then it was that the va- 
pours of my body, which were diſturb- 
ed by the firſt miſtake, contuſcdly did 
{tir through all the parts {11 the agitated 
fAluctuancy of a ſtormzthough by degrecs 
growing to be undeceived, Sleep, which 


appealeth all the Mutinies in humane 


creatures, Cid naturally and more agree- 
«bly ſeiſe upon my Faculties, and com- 
pole the Tempeſt with perfect tranquil- 
lity of Mind and animal Operations, as 
it I had never been ſo diſcompoſed. 'Tis 
1mpoſiible to tell you how long I conti- 
nued inthe ſtate of this Tnterregnum be- 
twixt jite and death, nor what care the 
Company took to learn what was be- 
come of n;e, but in vain; blaming me for 
having left them, or rather the War be- 
gun, uling all forts of means to fnd 
where | was, and bring me back to the 
Combare, 

I ſhall only tell you by the way, that 
about 
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about Sun-ſet, a great noiſe was raiſed 
by two of the fervants of the Houſe, who 
_ entr&d ſuddenly into theChamber where 
I lay; which allured me as I awakened 


that I was yet living 3 and the blazibg'of 


the Wax-tapers , which they ſet upon 
the Table and Cup-boards, made me ex- 
treamly joyful at the reſtauration of my 
fight, which in my optoion till then was 
abſolutely gone from me. But then a 
third apprehenſion ſeifed on my Powers, 
firft,to be catched in fuch a Poſture, and 
expoſed tg, the innocent jeaſts which 
might be made by the Gueſts on the ſub- 
je& of my {trange Diforder, and precipt- 
tated Flight trom them. But as I ſought 
my eyes once more, to ſtealaway out of 
this Society for all night,and not be feen 
by any body, another noiſe obliged me 
to keep cloſe where I was upon the Bed, 
and draw the Curtains home, not to be 
Gifcovered. I was not long 1n this Con- 
cealment, when | ſaw coine into the ſame 
place three Perſons, whoſe Deſerts in 
this Relation muſt be better known than 
their Names, and the 132portance of their 
Intereſts inthe Stare, by what I am going 

| now 


bh af 


| 
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| now toſay of thoſe particulars, becauſe 
I am ſtrictly obliged not to reveal them. 
Theſe Strangers the Maſter of the Houſe 
did very civilly introduce into the 
- Chamber, who without many Comple- 
ments ſate down on the feats which were 
prepared for them near the I able, My 
Sleep had digeſted thofe Fumes, and dit- 
ſipatedall the Clouds of my Underſtand- 
ing : therefore judging that the Cauſe 
that aſſembled ſuch great Perſonages 
together there in this ſecret Entertain- 
ment conld not be but of the higheſt 
zmportance; both the C—_ and the 
ſhame of having them witnelles to my 
Diforder,obliged me to keep firm to my 
Poſt, within the cover of the Bed, and to 
lend an attentive ear to all their dif- 
courſe, For the Maſter of the Houle be- 

an the Overture of the Conference in 
the terms following. 

Tnthat part which we do hold of the 
Government of the State,it 1s not enough 
that a fincere Amity doth link us in one 
band of Intereſt and Eſteem particularly 
to each other, if we be not alſo united 
inthe ſame Judgment as to all which 
| CONCETns 
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concerns the publick Good. In our for- 
mer Conferences we uſed to take juſt 
meaſures how to reCtike things withir 
the Realm 5 but now it teſts with us to 
agree upon ſome Maxims which are to 
be maintained in regard of Forreign mat- 
ters,tothe end that in theſcRencounters, 
wherein we ate to give counſel, we may 
aCtin all things with a perfect Coticert : 
which no doubt wiil give a great weight 
to the Reſolurions which ſhall be formed 
thereupon and the preſent Caſe; fince 
never have any Counſellouts treated of 
nicer Points, nor more lerious ones thars 
thoſe which are to be debated among us 
to day. The Fire 1s already kindled in 
our Neighbourhood 3 the Monarchy of 
Spain is juſt _ the brink of falling to 
x 6 ground, 1f it be not ſuccouted; and ' 
France ina conditivh to avow the vaſt 
Deſign which that Crown hath long 
meditated, as well againſt the Peace of 
Exrope as the Commerce of our Naviga- 
tions, if a powerful Fence be not quick- 
ly made, to keep the Fre#ch within their 
Bounds. Wherefore all the reſt of the 
Forces ef Enrope ſtand at gaze, expect- 


ing 
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ing the Refulr of what England doth de- 
termine herein, conſidering us as the 
Counter-balance , which time-out-of- 
mind hath held the ſcales even betwixt 
thoſe two Great Monarchies , for the 
ſafety of all the reſt, \T hey wait but our 
giving of the Signto joyn with us inthe 
common Defence : and the better ſhare 
of them ſeek it from England 3 and the 
. others have their eyes open towards our 
Conduct, to take their meaſures alſo by 
no other mode] but what we ſhall trace 
out unto them. | | 

There 1s no need of a Providence ex- 
traordinarily enlightened,to judg which 
is our true [nterelt in this Conjuncturez 
but the preſent ſtate of our Afﬀairs doth 
not leave us the ſame facilities to follow 
it, in which we do abound as to the 
knowledge thereof. | 

Mean-while the Miſchief preſles for- 
wards, and doth not afford place nor 
time ſuffictent to expe&t a benefit of 
other Viciſſitudes, which run ſufficiently 
againſt us 3 nor $0 Regulate our Reſolu- 
tions by thoſe Events, which take too 


impetuous a part in the Cauſe on that 
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ſide which we ought moſt to fear, 
Therefore it is more than ſeaſon to form 
our fundamental Maxim , on which all 
our Conduct is to move in this preſent 
Conjunctures z and at this very Inſtant 


deciie , whether we will chuſe to be 


ſimple Speators, or take ſome part to 
aCt in this Tragedy : ſince the Reſoluti- 
on which we ſhall fix thereupon will be 
the Center, from whence we muſt draw 
all our Lines afterwards. Which 1s the 
proper Point that we are to diſcourſe of 
now among our ſelves here, ms we 
do give our Opinions on the whole mat- 
ter tothe Publick ; and in which parti- 
euJarlT defire the rather to be enlightned 
by your wiſe Reaſonings, by how much 
the more I am aſſured, That the ſole 
Good of the State is the only Rule and 
Object of all your Counſels. 

As ſoon as ever he had uttered thefe 
words , one of the Three, after caſting 
down of-his eyes, and pondering what 
he was to ſay to the reſt, with having 
thought before he adviſed, began his 
diſcourſe thus : 


It late Experience had not taught us 
: cnough 
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enough. to our coſt, that it is much eaſier 
to begin a War than ſucceſsfully to get 
qut ot it when once it is commenced , I 
would enlarge my ſelf on that Subject, 
to repreſent unto you piece by piece the 
Dangers, Incommodittes, and Lofles 
which ſuch a Reſolution uſually doth 

carry along with it 3 where frequently 
the Conquerer finds he 1s more charged 
with Debts than with Trophies, and the 
people alwayes have cauſe to mingle 
their Acclamations with Tears, in the 
courſe of ſuch expenſive Triumphs 
ſince before any Edifice is begua , the 
Dimenfions how to ſettle a folid Founda- 
tion to undertake the War upon, ſhould 
previouſly be conſidered , by meaſuring 
our Means and Forces as well as thoſe of 
the Enemy with whom we are to fight; 
and the like touching their Power, whoſe 
Intereſt we intend to embrace, 

Our Forces and Means you all know 
are already exhaſted with long and 
ſharp Wars, both at home and abroad z 
and by the Hand of God, which hath 
been heavy upon us inthe late Peſtilence 
and in the Firing of the City of Londen; 

B 2 Where. 
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Wherefore *tis but now that we begin 
by the means of Peace to breathe again; 
which Peace alſo is not firmly eftabli(ſh- 
ed. Time thenis requiſite for us to take 
breath and recover 1n, afterſo terrible 
an Agitation - nor can any thing be ſo 
dangerous unto this State as a Relapſe in 
the midlt of Amendment, If the noiſe 
of our Neighbours doth awaken us, our 
Wearineſs likewiſe invites us to ſeek 
ſomeRepoſe : and in caſe there be dan- 
gerto ſuffer the Growth of a ſuſpected 
Power, there will not be leſs peril in 
the checking of that power unprepared. 
You know, as well or better than I can 
tell you, the Conditior, of the Revenue, 
and the exceflive Expence of this 
Realm, which inevitably muſt carry the 
War from home, unleſs we mean ſu- 
pinely to be deſtroyed : and therefore 
of neceſiity muſt our Wings be ſuffered 
to grow again after this clipping, before 
that we dooffer to make a new Flight. 
You cannot be ignorant too, that Com- 
mercc t the Soul & the Life of this King- 
aom, which is the Chanel from whence 
the Abundance of it flows: And the 

| Wealth 
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Wealth-which we formerly enjoyed, and 
rendred us ſo conliderable inthe World, 
beſide the freſh Experiment of the Dil- 
_ order and Interruption which the War 

brought into all the Trafick of the 
Land, hath made us clearly ſee, that for 
Merchant-mens Fleets to be changed 1n- 
to Naval Armies,and the Subſtance of the 
pcople melted into Mzgazins unuſeful- 
ly, which might more profitably be im- 
ployed in rich and gaintful Navigationrs, 
cannot be the proper Intereſt of Exg- 
land. 

If we conſider the preſent State ef 
France, We (ballfind that all the reſt of 
Europe bows under that Power; and 
thole who are the moſt concerned to 
ſuccour $p4iz bleed at the Nole only, 
without being able to break the Impo- 
ſtume within. The Intelligences of 
France and their practices make their 
way every-where, either with Bribes or 
by Addreſs ; Victory waits ſtill on all 
their Motions : and by having redreſled 
the Abuſes of their Exchequer , they 
have laid an unexhauſtible foundation 
of Money withia themſelves, Over and 

| B 3 above 
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14 The Intereſt of England 
above that, the Frezch are a Nation, or 
rather a Seminary of Nobility and Soul- 
diers, ſo verſed in the trade of War, as 
this provifion puts them in a Poſture ne- 
ver to be ſavingly jultled. 

I grant, Their Deſigns are Vaſt, and 
their Pretenſions 1]]-grounded : but how 
can we take cogmzance of that? are 
we Knights-errant , to expoſe our lives 
in the revenging of other mens Quar- 
rels? The large interpolition of Sea, 
which divides us from the reft of the 
World, may ſhelter us enough from 
their Attempts, without fotinding of 
our ſafety upon the Conſervation ot our 
Neighbours. i 
© But ſuppoſe we had ſuch an abun- 
dance of Charity to ſpare, as to hazzard 
our own ſafety in favour of anothers; 
we ſhould at leaſt be ſecured betore- 
hand, that when we are at 'a ſecond 
Charge of ſucconring them, it might 
prove profitable unto them 3 otherwiſe 
the miſchief being grown to that point 
of ' Extremity where now it reſts, all in- 
ſignificant Remedies of this + nature 
would but anger them the more to ng 
+ 0-9 Hank PUre 
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purpoſe. And &pain being deeply en- 
gaged in the War of Portugal, which is 
alone able to give the Spaniards work 
enough, as the Spaniſh Counlels ſtand 
divided, and according to the {lowneſs 
of their Operations, their I reaſure be- 
ing exhauſted likewiſe, and the princi- 
pal places of Flanders in the hands of 
the Frexch, and thoſe which remain un- 
conquered hardly ina condition to make 
any Reſiſtance when they ſhall be at- 
tacqued, which diſpoles that Crown to 
ſeek a Peace with Fraxce on any terms ; 
and the Propoſitions in order to a 
League offenſive and defenlive with 
them , which they make to us, being 
tendred only to England as a wily Lure 
to oblige the French to conclude it the 
ſooner, our of an Apprehenſion that we 
* may reſolve to afliſt Spain; why ſhould 
we raſhly, I pray, thruſt our Sickle into 
this blighted Corn ? 

Indeed, when Inconveniences are vi- 
ſible on all ſides of the Proſped of ſuch 
Treaties, the wiſeſt Counſel ſure is to 
ſuſpend the Reſolution awhile. For on 
which part can we place our Intereſt 
B 4 thus 
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thus , without incurring blame juſtly ? 
The Party of $paiz is weak and unlucky; 
that of France 1s unjuſt, and contrary to 
our good : ſhall we then ſacrifice 'our 
ſelves for Spaiz, which for three years 
rogether hath ſtood Idle, with their 


arms folded a-croſs , without ſo much 


as proffering to help us, whilſt three of 
the greateſt Powers of Chriſtendom) let 
one another Bloud , and thus were only 
Paſhive in our Ruin? Muſt we then joyn 
with France, which were ſo lately com- 
bined with our Enemies to deſtroy us, 


and that tore the Victory out oft our _ 


hands when we had it ſure? Shall we 
contribute the Liquor of our Veins to 
facilitate their Progreſs, which ought 
to be ſo redoubted by this Nation, and 
io become mnftrumental towards the 
erecting of a Celoſizs which muſt cer- 
tainly tread us under foot with the 
weight of it? All thgſe Conſiderations; 
which I ſubmit to your Prudence, ob- 
Iige me to conclude, That there being 
no Part to betaken In this War which is 
not deſtructive; the beſt will be to take 
20 Part, butſit ſtil, and obſerve how 
FEY . Peg A the 
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the Game is play'd, and in the mean 
time to provide for the repairing our 
Revenues, and quieting of Diforders 
at home, by conciliating and re-uniting 
the minds of the People, the Re-eſta- 


"I bliſhment of . Commerce, and to put our 


ſelves into ſuch a Condition, that the 
Conquerour may not beable to make a 
wrong uſe of his Victory to our preju- 
dice, And inthe mean time, not to re- 
main altogether Idle in the common 


I Danger of Exrope, we may contribute 


our endeavours to obtain a Peace, and 
byg a bappy Accommodation ſtop the 
courſe of theſe Conquelts, which give 
us ſuch juſt Jealouſie. 

He had ſcarce made an end of ſpeak- 
ieg, when a little murmur aroſe. among 


the reſt of the Conferrers, which made 


me conceive that they did no wayes 
approve of what he did urge, Wherein I 
found that I was not deceived neither; 
' becauſe he which ſat right over againſt 
him anſwered him preſently after this 

manner. 
If Peace were a Benefit which alwaies 
4j*did depend upon our own Choice, and 
, 7 if 


x8 The Intereſt of England 
4t War were not, ordinarily ſpeaking, a 
Miſchief as neceflary as the other is; the 
Queſtion which we do treat of now 
might eaſily be reſolved, and would not 
[1 require any longer deliberation. But it 
14 is not enough to conſerve Peace, to have | 
If a pacifick Spirit, if our Neighbours like- | 
14 wiſe be not of rhe ſame diſpoſition to- 
14 wards it; whichin effect is to reckon | 
10 without the Hoſt,by founding the hopes | # 
14 of our future Quiet, barely on the pro- | 
4 miſes of our own Moderation3 lince 
thoſe who are the moſt in love with 
id Peace are oftentimes involved in the gp- | * 
ui polite. Agitation, whether they wills | 
{| no, by ſome violent motion of Fortune; | ' 
and ſo frequently ſtumble upon War ia | « 
the Flight which they make fromit, and | * 
thus ſuffocate the Peace by too much, | * 
avoiding War, | | 
- I do avow that the Reaſons which | * 
were. alledged before could not be an- | * 
fwered, if he who did ſo well deduce | 
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them. were able to aſſure us upon good 

grounds, that in keeping our ſelves Neu. 

ters in this War of the Low Conntreys 

we might be ſheltered from the ſtorm of? |» 

| | another | * 
| 
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another War, both in the preſent and 
the futufe tenſe of ſuch Viciſhtudes; 
or peaceably and long injoy ſo happy a 
Tranqyihty ,, which makes him belteve 
-J- that we ought to deſpiſe , for that ſpe- 
culation, all manner of uſeful occaſions 
which Fortune doth daily offer unto us. 
But in truth, my Lord, Would you ven- 
tcr to be Caution thereuponto the State, 
and pawn your Faith to the Kingdom 
(}, 2nd your Honour concerning the Event ? 
For my owu part, I hold you to wile 
and too quick-ſ{ighted, to imagine meer- 
ly'on the preſumption of unſolid hopes, 
that there can be the leaſt ſhadow or 
colour of ſafety remaining for us, if one 
of theſe two ' Monarchies which are at 
this time engaged in a War ſhould fall 


(* under the abſolute puwer of the other, 


or if they do-re-nnite again by an A- 
greement, in which poſſibly, as we have 
handled the matter, we may very well 
not be comprehended.In caſe you'l avow 
this Truth, which all the World knows 
fo be ſo, it follow that you mult grant, 
that all thoſe Inconveniencies which 
were already alledged to to keep us out 
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all kinds of Engagement are not longer 
valid, when there is an 1ndiſpenſable 
Neceſlity, and the Welfare and the 
Safety of the State are at ſtake. 


repreſent unto you that our Predeceſ- 
ſours ever held this to be a fundamental 
Maxim of their Conduct , to hold the 


Monarchies, and that on which fide fo- 
ever they turned the Scales, Victory did 
uſually follow that Counterpoiſe, which 
never fajled to put things 1nto that juſt 
Temperament that preſerves the Heath 
of this Realm. By which means in ſome 
ſort they made themſelves the Arbitra« 
tors of Chriſtendom, becauſe by atford- 
ing their Help unto one of the two Par- 
ties, they became in eftect Maſters over 
them both : by ſtill keeping one of them 
at their Devotion, and in our Depen- 
dency., through the proſpect of thoſe 
Succours which they do continually need 
from hence; and the other, with the ap- 
prehenſion of this Aſſiſtance. For thus 
the Ezeliſh, what with the force of their 
Arms, and the power of Arbitrating in 
Treaties, 


I ſhall not enlarge my ſelf hereon, to..|. 


Balance equal between theſe two Great, 
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Treaties, have alwayes been the Law- 
givers to the Succeſs both of their 
Friends and their Enemies , by holding 
within the palms of their hands the Re- 
I ſults of War and Peace , finding both in 
the one and the other thofe Advantages 
and Safeties which this Nation moſt de- 
lired. 

But laying afide thefe old abſolete 
Maxims, from which notwithſtanding 
wiſe men will not willingly depart with- 
W out the preſſure of ſome invincible Ne- 

cefiity, to come to the Circumſtances 

of the preſent time ; It is evident that 
the War of the Low Countries cannot 
offible terminate otherwiſe than by the 

Fall and Oppreſlion of one of the two 

Parties, or by an Accommodation made 

/ betwixt them. If they do agree,and that 
England hath no ſhare in the Treaty, 
Who will aflure us that they] not unite 
forour Ruinez or at leaſt, France, which 
eannot remain long without War, will 


- 


not turn their Arms againſt us ? Burt if: 


Spain falls, we ſhal! then be like Dancers 
of the Ropes that have loſt their Coun- 
ſ terpoiſe, and ſo are ready to tumble 
down 
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down every ſtep they make. What good 
opinion ſoever we have of France, it 
cannot be denied, notwithſtanding, that 
in this Caſe, after the French haye tri- 
umphed over Spain,they will be Maſters 
over our Fortune too; and that our be=> 
ing thus muſt intirely depend upon their 


Moderation. For, Gentlemen, do you 
think that we can take reſt ſecurely upon 
ſo weak a Foundation as .the Giddineſs 
of their Charity is? ſince *tis certain 


that the moſt Chriſtian King hath tov) 


much Ardaur and. delire of Glory to 
dwell in [dleneſs at home, after ſuch a 
Conqueſt. And therefore, ſeeing his Do- 
minions and Reputation notably increa- 
ſed, he will form to himſelf new 7dea's 
of enlarging the bounds of his Empire 


both by Sea and Land, according tothe, 


knowledge which we have of the di- 
vers Inclinations of his Court; whereof 
ſome will put him on to become Maſter 
of the Commerce of Ezrope, and employ 
thoſe vaſt Treafures he hath heaped to- 
gether in order to that Deſign this way ; 
others, to engage him in the finiſhing of 


hisCerquclts over all the Low Conntreys) 
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and ſome likewiſe, to begin by us to 
open the Path to the Subduing of all o- 
ther States which may probably oppoſe 
this Defign.So that which advice ſoever 
| of theſe he doth embrace, *twill be 
equally dangerous as to us here, and 
| perpetually oblige us toſtand upon our 
Guard, with the Burthen of a continued 
Expence on our backs, as well as the In- 
commodities of a War, though we ſeem 
RE be in Peace with him, 

On this . Poſition then I ſay, that the 
worlt Party for England that can be ta- 
ken, whether by choice or neceſſity, 1s 
that of ſitting Neuters., By uniting with 
Spain we do follow our ancient Maxim 
and Intereſt, which hath ever been ſuc- 
ceſsful to this Nation, which is, to be 

\ſ-ſtill Maſters of the Balance betwixt theſe 
twoMonarchies,asI urged before.Should 
we. therefore embrace the Party of 
France, we may hope for a conſiderable 
portion in the Spoils of Spain. And 
both in the one and the other cale we 
ſhall find our Surety and other Advanta- 
ges in the Treaties of Peace which ſhall 


be. made. But by remaiging Neutral we 
| muſt 
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muſt needs equally offend both ; and (6 
cannot eſchew being expoſed friendleſs 
to the Reſentments and the Ambition of 
the Conquerof , as well as the Scorn 
and the Reproaches of all the reſt -of 
Chriſtendom, for having infipidly aban- 
doned our proper Reaſon of State, with- 
out being either good or; wicked in a 
matter of ſuch univerſal Concernment, 
whereby the name of Engl:ſh-2ren will 
remain ſo much in the .Oblivion - of 
Emnrope, that no body will ſcarce remem- 
ber there is ſuch a Nation inthe World; 
excepting only thoſe who have' a mind 
to Conquer us. 


I read in the Scripture, fo baſe a Cha- 
raQter of none as of them who are zeither 
hot nor cold : And able Stateſmen bave 
alwayesreproved this kind of Tepidnel: 


or Half-conduQ,to beboth unuſetul an 


dangerous. Media via nec Amicos parat, 


mec Inimicos tollit. Wherefore England 
mult of neceſlity either preſerve the 


Low-Countryes,againſt the Uſurpation of 
the Frezch , which 1s our Bulwark ; or 


raiſe a new Fence, that ſhall ſhelter us 
from being Conquered. 2 
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To preſervethe firſt then, Spaiz mutt 
be aſſiſted from hence ; and- to make a 
new Rampart, we muſt divide the Spuil 
with France. Experience hath ſufficient- 
ly ſhewn us, that our Ports are not inac- 
cetlible 3 and Reaſon demonſtrates, that 
thoſe can never be ſecure trom the like 
Attempts, but by keeping a powerful 
Fleet out at Sea,that we may be ablolute 


Maſters there. *Tisa Maxim alfo which 


admits neither of exception nor diminu- 
tion, That a well-governed Kingdom is 
obliged to arm when War 1s kindled in 
the Neighbourhood. And though we 
{boulJ refolve to take part neither with 
the one Intereſt nor the other 3 yet we 
muſt be 1a a Poſture to hinder the Tor- 
rent from coming upon our Land, that 
forthe Conquerour may not have a mind 
to extend his Conqueſts hitherwards. 
Here then is the Charge of Arming, 
which on this Conjunfture is inevitable, 
the equipping of a Fleet, and railing of 
Souldiers to be mutually entertained at 
the Charge of the People, if we do not 
fpeedily take ſome Party 3 and allthis 
Expence without Glory, or hope to ger 
h GC any 
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26 The Intereſt of England 
any fruit by ſo unprofitable a Counſel, 
. wherein our Souldiers will never learn 
the Diſcipline of War, or extract any 
Utility fram ſuch Prizes, as being unca- 
| pable after this manner to ſhare in the 
| Booty, or in the Victories and Treaties 
_ of Accommodation , according to their 
| ſeveral events. Whereas by taking part 
-elther with Spain o7 France, the Charge 
| would be much leſs, becauſe he whom 
1 we aidwould largely contribute towards 

[ It; and the Prizes gotten at Sea might 
{oy help to diſcharge the Expence both of 
ul. the Naval and the Land-Forces. And 

| | thus would our Souldiers be exerciſed, 
and our Nation make a noiſe again 
abroad , and regain the Reputation 
which we have of late but too ignom-= 
niouſly loſt inthe World. For when our 
men ſhall be trained up daily in ſtrict 
Diſcipline beyond Seas, we ſhall by this 
means eſtabliſh a Seminary of good and 
J || able fighting men at the Colt of others, 

lt! which will be the firmPillars of theParty, 

| and render us conjiderable in the eyes of 
all our Neighbours. 'Beſides,this Courſe 
may be a vent fo to diſcharge the _— 
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af i]] humours,& a great company of Idle 
perſons, which now, being without Em- 
loyment, are a burthen, to the Pub- 
lick, and who one day are capable too 
of diſturbing the domeltick Tranquillity 
of the State : whereas, on the contrary, 
whatSuccels ſoever this War ſhall have, 
we ſhall alwayes find our Accompt in 
the end of an Accommodation, whereof, 
being thus prepared, we cannot fail of 
having the principal Benefit and part. 
All theſe Confiderations then ſeem 
unto me to be ſo convincing, that they 
do oblige me abſolutely to condemn 
the Opinion of Neutrality,as inconſiſtent 
with our Glory, Safety, and Fundamen- 
tal Reaſons of State 3 by concluding po- 
litively, that we ought to lend an ear to 
thoſe Propoſitions which ſhall be made 
unto us from all Parties , and:cmbrace 
thoſe which ſhall be found to be moſt 
agreeable and convenient to the Inte- 
reſt of the Kingdom. And inthe interim, 
to be the more conſidered by both theſe 
reat Parties, and better aſſured againſt 
all manner of Attempts; my Advice is, 
That without any longer loſs of time, a 
C 2 itroug 
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ſtrong Fleet ſhould be preſently got rea-' 
dy; and that as many dayes as we have 
to ſpare before the next Campagne, ſince 
now every hour 1s precious that 1s not 
well ſpent as to this purpoſe,may be em- 
ployed to render us henceforwards ne- 
cefJary unto them whoſe Cauſe we ſhall 
reſolve to embrace, and as formidable 
to thoſe againſt whom we intend to de= 
clare : ſo that on both ſides we maybe 
the Commanders of the whole affairs,' 
and give it reſpite or motion by the ſole 
Rule of the Intereſts of Fgland. 

After that he had ſpot cn thus, I did 
obſerve by the Countenance of the other 
two perſons 'that had not yet ſpoken, 
that this Diſcourſe did 'not diſpleaſe 


them; wherefore without any farther 


reflexion, one of them briskly began to 
ſpeak to this effet: En 

* Your Reaſons, ſaid he, are ſo convin« 
cing, that I do not only render my con-' 
ſent unto them without any Reply, but 
mean to make uſe of them to ſerve as 
the Baſis and Foundation of that Edifice 
which I havea Jong time meditated up- 


on, in order tothe fundamental —_— 
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of State of this Nation. Therefore, with- 
out more ceremony or delay, I ſce that 
we muſt a&, and take one of the two 
Parties, For any other Counſel would 
be dangerous and deſtructive, by ex- 
pling of us to a thouſand Incunveni- 
encies, which all the humane Prudence 
imaginable cannot be capable of pre- 
venting or avoiding in proceſs of time, 
I remaln alſo agreed with you, that in 
the choice of which Party we are to take, 
we ought not to conſider more than juſt 
what our own Intereſt properly is, which 
is the Rule of that Conduct of Monar- 
chis , that, as the Soul and the Spirit vi- 
vifying the whole Figure before us,gives 
it motion in the Body of the State. 
It reſts then to form the Conſequences 
upon theſe Principles, and decide which 
of the two Parties is the moſt convenient, 
France offers Roſes unto us 3 Spain no- 
thing but Thorns. The firſt preſents us 
with a Scheme of Conquelts without 
Dangers ; the laſt with a proſpect of 
Dangers without Profit. The one invites 
us to be their Companions of aſſured 

Victories, of which they have already 
C 3 beaten | 
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beaten the way 5 the «ther duth ſolicite 
us and implore' our Aid only to help 
them out of the mire, without any other 
Benefit than, as the old Proverb ſayes, 
There's your labour for your pains, at the 
price ot our Blood and Lives, If we ſhall 
engage in'the Atliſtence of Spaiz, in ſuc- 
couring them we run a Rico of being 
loſt our ſelves, without yet being able to 
re-eſtabliſh them : But by joyning with 
France, we hall partake of the -Spoils 
withthem, which we can never by torce 
be ableto take out of their hands; fince 
the Progreſs of France 18 now arrived at 


ſuch a* point of Efiect, that all our 


Powers combined together' are not ſuf- 
ficient to ſtop it 3 and then both our 
Reſiſtences and Succours will ſerve but 
to ruine the Spaniards the fooner, and 
bring the Vengeance of the French upon 
ourown heads. And if Sparzz comes to 
ſink under the weight ot the War, all 
the Bufthen of that Fall centers upon 
England atone. * In fine, 'tis ' agitated 
therefore ſingly as to this particular, 
Whether we will needs chuſe to embark 
in a Veſlel ſo dfriven with ſtorms, or in a 
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Ship which ſails at eaſe with full Sails,ſe- 
conded with the favourable Gales of 
Fortune, - . 

| But incaſe all theſe material ObjeQi- 
ons cangot divert us from engaging 1a the 
11] Fortune of the Spaniards, let. us ſee 
on what Terms at leaſt we can afliſt them 
uſefully. If we ſhall fend Troups into 
the Low Countreys to their Aid, 'tis, in 
effec, to overwhelm them by the very 
weight and charge of thoſe Succours,and 
ſacrifice ſo many of our own Subjetts to 
Famine and miſery, as we do thus ſend 
Souldiers unto them 3 becauſe they have 
neither Countrey enough left to Lodge 
them in when they come thither, nor 
the Means to Entertain them after once 
they are there. 

If we ſuccour them meerly by Sea, 
that kind of help will not hinder Fraxce. 
from taking of their Towns in the mean 
time one by one 5 and ſo though we 
ſhould alittle incommodate Frazce, we 
ſhall not eaſe Flanders at all, and ſuch 
an Afſiſtence will in concluſion prove 
none, becauſe *tis an Application of the 
Plaiſter too remotely, and on the 
*. - wrong 


_ 
WP. > ed > + it <4 
— * 4 mrotinte. na. 2h tags og joe ry Lats __ — _ 
,  _—_ = ITY 
= nn _ 


32 The Intereſt of England © 
wrong ſide of the Wound. | 

If then the Loſs of the Low Conntreys 
be inevitable let us do what we can, 
were it not much better that we ſhould 


have our ſhare in the Parcels of ſo great 


a Shipwrack, than to ſuffer Fraxce to 
ingroſs them all to themſelves? ſince, 
uppoſing that we do divide - Booties 
with the French on this occaſion, the 
Places which by this means muſt necefſa- 
Tily fall into our hands will be ſo many 
new Bulwarks to Ezgland, which may 
ſhelter us for the future ' againſt their 
vaſt Deſigns , of which the Partiſans of 
Spain make a Chithxrical Monſter, toin- 

midate the Engliſh trom'taking part 
with their beſt and propereſt Intereſt in 
the Caſe. But when once we are entred- 
into a Communion ' of 'Conquelts with 


the Freech, the ſubduing of Flanders 


wilt ſerve us as Ladders -to arrive at- 
other Projetsby, wherein we may pro- 
bably hope tofind our Profit and Satiſ- 
fation mutually together, as well as the 
Pleaſure of a juft Revenge. I ſet afide 
he Conqueſt of the 17dzer, which we. 
could 'not fail zo encompaſs, whilſt 
C v4 -S4 85% OS. France 
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Frahce doth holdall the Forces of 8paim 
in play both by Sea and Land, and ſo 
occupied, that they never be able to 
retain what they hold in the New World, 
no more than that remainder of Terrj- 
tories which yet they ſtand poſlefled of 
nearer hand. 

Wherefore 8s to what regards the In- 
tereſt of this Kingdom, what have laſt 
urged methinks might tuffice to make 
you of my Opinion. And it we do im- 
partially conlider that of the Royal Fa- 
mily, What can be more important and: 
convenient for it, than to have at their 
Devotion a neighbouring Power hard by 
whick is ſo Formidable, 2nd that is able 
to protet themin a few hours from all 
manner of Revolutions that they may 
(and perhaps not without cauſe neither) 
apprehend at home,by thus commanding: 
both the Treaſures and the Armies of 
France whenever they ſhall have any: 
need of them, to put a Bridle in the 
mouths of all ſuch as do lcek to check 
their Authority ? 

I avow that our propereſt Intereft- 
were to hold the Balance £qual between 
LIE. Spain 
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Spain and France, if we could ; but we 


ſhould: then have thought ſooner of. 


that whiPſt theſe matters were in a con- 
dition to be diſputed : For at preſent, 
the Weight of the Caſe inclining totally: 
to one Side, ſo that. we can no longer 
oppole France with Spaiz, asa Barricado. 
againſt their Deſigns,we muſt now think 
how to become our ſelves the Counter- 
poiſe of France and the Defence of 
Emrope , by eſtabliſhing of our Power 
beyond Seas on folid Foundations, that 


all other Princes may conſider us hereaf-. 


ter as the only People whoare capable of 
reliſting the Deſign of the Univerſal 
Monarchy ; and ſo as France it ſelf may 
not be able impunitively to thwart 
England in this Reſolution , becauſe 


then ourSafety will be much more firmly . 


ſettled by our own ſtrength than with the 
force of others; and all thoſe who 
apprehend the Progreſs of France will 
conjoyn with us, and becoine tyed to 
the Fortune of Exgland, as they would 
be at this inſtant to Spazr, if they ſaw 
that Monarchy in a Condition to be able 
to maintainthem. . . 
0 
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So that all thoſe Reaſons do oblige 
me to conclude, that we muſt no longer 
heſitate on this point of taking part 
withFrance,and accept of thoſe advanta- 
gious Offers which the French make un- 
to us, both in reſpect of the publick 
good of Chriſtendom, as well as our 
own particular ſecurity 3 fince by being 
united tothem ina Knut of ſuch inſepa+ 
rable Conditions, and on a Conjunqure 
of Afﬀairs, becauſe of which they dare 
refuſe us nothing that we ask,'\what need 
we fear from the oppolite Conjundion 
of any other parties © , | 

All the Aftiſtents at this Conference 
began to expreſs Indignation againſt this 
part of hisDiſcourſe,and ſhewed by their 
Unquietneſs all the while that he ſpake 
$ thus, that they bad much ado to keep 
from interrupting of him, orto refrain: 
from anſwering' Tumultuouſly, before: 
that he had made an end. But as they: 
offered to reply in heat all at once, to 
deliver their thoughts on this ſubjec,: 
the Maſter of the Houſe, who had'not 
yet delivered his ſenſe tothe Compa-' 
ny, broke filence, and with a little. 
; EI > {mile 
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Wl |) {mile, which had ſomthing in it; grave, 
Bil and ſcornful, dexterouſly intermingled , 
ut together, addrefiing himſelf to | bimfj 
Wil if; who had ſpoken with ſo much length X 
WI | juſt before, beld on the [Debate ag 
| follows. : t 
I know your prudence, my Lord, too 
well ( ſays he ), and your Lordſhip's 
dilintereſled zeal for the good of the 
State, to believe that you can mean 
ſeriouſly what you have urged on the 
' behalf of France 5 but rather am per- 
ſwaded , ( and tat ealily too ) that 
with an ingenious Artifice you have 
thus diſguiſed your own true Sentiments 
of this Caſe, . the better to penetrate in- 
to the bottom of ours, and ſo give op- 
portunity to ſee clearlier through all 
the Reaſons and the Doubts which; 
may be formed there- upon touching |, 
this Matter, of which we do now treat 
fince the truth of any Argument doth ne- 1 
ver ſo well appear and endure the light, |. 
810 as when it is ſifted to the very root, ff. 
il! | and that the Reflexion thereof is exal- (| 
fl ted by the oppoſition of the contrary 
| ſenſe, So that in combating with $1 
YOUr ff - 
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©e:Jyour Opinion, I ſhall [t1]] think that we 
ed doe not diſagree, but rather to diſſent 


m1 
th 


in the Expoſition of a vain Phantaſm, 
which you erected for ſport ſake to di- 


avert us, and give the Company Recrea- 


Hof 


tion. 
Allow me then to tell you, that this 


projet, upon which you have thug 
exerciſed the acuteneſs of your wit with 
ſo good a Grace, is both unprofitable 
and Chimzrical, no leſs than ſhameful 
and unjuſt, and ruinous towards Erg- 
lazd toall intents aud purpoſes whatſo« 
ever: whereas the deſign of ſuccouring 
Spain is facil, honourable profitable ne-- 
ceflary,and ſuitable tothe Fundamental 
Maxims of our State. And if you pleaſe 
toafford me never ſo little attention, 
it will not be difficult for me to prove 
unto you very clearly according to your 
own Judgment, what I ſhall propoſe of 
this nature 3 that we ſhall perfedly ace 
cord in one and the ſame Reſult, and 
convince you fully of the truth there- 


The Defign which you mention, is of 
the : like nature, that it were to de- 
| molith 
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moliſh an old ſtrong Edifice, to build a 
new Caſtle in the Airz or like his; 
who, to renew his youth, conſcnted to 
be cut into pieces, and put his ſeveral 
member3 into an Alembick of Glaſs, 
To follow your Counſel then, we muſt 
alter the whole Conſtitution of our Po- 
liticks, form innovated latereſts and 


Forreign Maxims, by turning all things: 


uplide down, even from the Accidents 
to the very Gezins of the Nation, and 
diſtil more modern Bloud into the veins 
of the people than that which they 
have hereditarily received from Father 
to Son. But let us,I beſeech you, examine 
on whatGround, and with whatMatertals 
this new Edifice is to be raiſed. That 
Earth which you have propoſed upto 
usto make it out of, is a moving ſort 
of Sand, or a Floating Ifland, in which 
we can never fix on any firm Bottom. 
*Tis upon Fraxce that you would have 
us eſtabliſh our Fortune, to found a 
power which one day may counterba- 
lance the power of the Frexch,or at leaſt 
ſhelter us from their vaſt Deſigns. Nay, 
you Will needs have France made the 
Inſtrument 
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Inſtrument of a greatneſs in a. Neigh- 
bour, which they ought to ſuſped, if 
they benot beſotted by ſo putting Exg- 
land into a ſtate to beablee're long to 


ſtop their progreſles, and erect a Bul- 


wark in us againſt themſelves, As if 
France, that is our hereditary Enemy, 
and hath ſo often tried what we are able 


to do againſt the Enlarging of their 


Empire 3 who have graven deep in their 
hearts the injury of the Titls which (to 
their ſhame) England carries in all pub- 
lick Treaties, and her . Trophees ia 
reference to that Crown; this very 
France, which hath.” no greater deſire 
than to take the Dominion of the Sea 
trom us, and the precedency in Com- 
merce, will help us (as you believe) 
to conquer the 1zdzes, in which one 
third part of his Realm is intereſled, 
and -of which they do ſuck away all the 
Marrow with the ſemination of their 
Baubles, by the ill husbandry of the 
Spaniards She who juſt now comes 
from Joyning with our Enemies againſt 
us,” atter ſhe had firſt contrived how to 


and 
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and the States of the United Province 
under divers falſe motions 5 who 
ſnatched the Vidory out of our hands; 
When we were morally certain of beat- 
ing the Dutch; who reduced the Biſhop 
of Munſter to a neceſiity of ſeparating 
from us in this War, afcer that he had 
received our Aftiſtenze in large ſums 
of Money 3 debauched Deimark from 
our party; hindred the Swedes to arme 
in our favour, and contrived the whole 
Fabrick of that Afﬀeront. which we .re- 
ceived in the River of Thames: Can 
you, after all theſe demonſtrations of 
the Rancour which they bear in theif 
hearts againſt Fzgland, be ſo uninge- 
nuous as to believe that the French will 
wake a Bridge forus on the other fide 
of the Sea; as ſincerely intending by this Y 
means to make us participate of their 
conqueits with them, or ever to unite 
in a ſound Amity with our Ihtereſts 2 
For God's ſake then diſabuſe your ſelf; 
as ſoon as you can, out of this groſs 
Errour, if it beſo that it hath. got the 
Teaſt Fixation in your mind; fince You 
eannot cordially reafon thus, or have 
the 
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the leaſt hope of ſuch an Incongruity 
in the Reaſon of State of other Nations, 
without conceiving at the ſame time that 
the French have loſt both their wits and 
Judgement; of which yet there is no 

reat reaſon why we ſhould think, as they 
Wo handled us in the matter of Nego« 
tiations of late : for thereinTI am ſure 
that we do find them to have more than 
common ſenſe. 

Fraxce indeed will be glad to have 
us forthe Inſtruments of their Ambiti- 
on, but never for Companions of their 
Glorie, or Rivals to their Greatneſs. 
Th&@French do, I confeſs, ſeek to make 
uſe of us to pull the Cheſnut out of the 
Fire, to ſave the burning of their fin- 
gers 3 but when that is done, the prexch 
will not endure that we ſhou 1d eat any 


\ bit of the Kernel. And the work 


which they do now make for us, both 
at home and abroad, is 10 incompa- 
tible with our Intereſt and Deſigns, as 
well as their own, that their profeſſ- 
ons towards us at this time cannot 
poſſibly be ſincere 3 except they be 
grown ſo kind on a ſudden, as to over- 
i D throw 
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throw all their Fundamental Laws, 
and in favour of Exgland change the 
the whole face of: their Deſigns which 
they have hitherto bin forming upon 
Europe. 

They pretend that the Low-Conr- 
treys are <cntirely fallen to them by the 
right of Devolution, which France bath 
forged to belong to its ſelf, Then 
are all thoſe Provinces by conſequence 
united to the French Crown, nor can 
their King divide or alienate any part of 
them. | 

If this be true, to our advantage, 
though he would never ſo fain, but 
that it muſt be ſubject ſtill to return 
again to their Tribunal, they have 
annulled the Rexunciation of the ' In- 
fanta of Spain, and thercby have for- 
med a Right to the ſucceſſion of that 
Monarchy, » caſe the young King 
ſhould come to fail of a Succeſlour. 
So that the moſt-Chriſtian King can 
give us no ſhare in the diſmembring of 
Spain , without doing prejudice 
to a Right which he pretends to be 
acquired unalienably to his Crown, 


and 
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and whereof he himſelf may not other- 
wiſe diſpoſe. | 
Next, let us view the, Materials which 
we areto have; to build this new Edifice 
with. Either we. muſt undertake this 
War at out own Charge, or at the Ex- 
ence of France. If it be undertaken at 
the Colt of France ; we mult be their 
Hirelings (at beſt,) as the Tartars be to 
the Ottomans; and cannot move one ſtep 
beyond What and How they'l have us 
at : France, on theſe terms, will always 
hold the Bridle in our teeth, and the Ca- 
veſſon upon our noſes, to make us.ſtop, 
turn and wind.,in the middle of the Cour- 
ſes, juſt as they pleaſe. . From the very 
firſt moment that we ſhall grow burthen- 
ſome unto them, they have but tg with- 
draw their Supplies,to make us fall head- 
long to the Ground 3 atd then the Share 
which we pretend in their Conqueſts 
doth purely and arbitrarily depend on 
their diſcretian. E + | 
But if we ſhall undertake to catry oti 
this Deſign out of our own proper Purſe, 
who ſhall furniſh us with the Means of 
doing it 2 Do you believe that the Par- 
D 2 liament 
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lament and the People will give away 
their Subſtance to aG againſt the true. 
Intereſts of the Realm? and that they'l 
Bleed , to quench the ambitious Thirſt 
of the French? or deſtroy Spain, from 
whence all the abundance of our Com- 
merce is derived; and which even at this 
Inſtant grants unto us ſuch notable Ad- 
vantages by a Treaty which is ſolemnly 
ratified ? 

The part which France doth offer us 
inthe Conquelts of 0ſtend and Newport 
Is a vaſt Liberality indeed, but ſtill of 
other fulks Goods. It would become 
them far better to reſtore back Dunkirk 
to 'Exeland, which they cheated us of 
by Surprizez or the Town of Callzs, 
wa they have diſmembred from our an- 
cient Dominion. T hey take from us what 
is our own already, and preſent us with 
nothing but what is not 1n their power to 
give 5 becauſethey cannot beſtow either 
the Title or the Poſlefhion of what they 
do offer in this Kind upon us; which if 
we will have, we mult gain it by the 
point of the Sword. And this Train 
which they do thew us,is of the ſame na» 

BNTa _—_ ture 
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ture with that ſort of Temptations with 
which the Devil tempted our Saviour 
from the top of the Pinnacle. But do not 
you diſcover that this is a ſubtile Arti- 
| fice to imbroil us again in a new War 
with the States of the Vnited Provinces, 
who have the Intereſt to defend theſe 
two places as much as if elther 4Amſter- 
dam or Fluſhing were {o deligned upon ? 
And without an abſolute Naval Victory 
we can never hope to conquer themzand 
ſuch a Conqueſt at Sea too, as ſhall put 
the Ho/arders out of all manner of pofi- 
bility to afford any Succours in this Caſe. 
This is a very hard bone which Frazce 
doth caſt in for us to gnaw, whilſt they 
eat all the Marrow out of it, In fine, 
when the Arms of Fraxce, joyned to our 
Forces, ſhall have put us in poſſeſſion of 
theſe two Places; yet they'l be totally 
unuſeful to England, when Fraxce 1s 
poſſeſſed of all the reſt : Becauſe thus 
the French will ſhut us quite out of the 
whole Traftick of the Low Countries , 
and will be alwayes in a Condition to 
drive the Ezgliſh away from thence, un= 


leſs we do reſolve continually to keep 3 
D 3 Fleet 
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Fleet at Sea for 'the conſerving of 
them. T- AH 
Tf this Defgn be hollow and yiſiona- 
vy, 1t is not leſs ſhameful than Airy and 
full of Injuſtice. We have no manner of 
Pretenfſion on the Monarchy of Spain,nor 
1s it our Geriug to whet our ſpirits to 
form Caſtles in the Clouds of Chtmarical 
Rights. What Glory can it be to our 


Arms toelp to = a King in Mino- 


tity, of fix years old, by ſurprizez only 
becauſe we find him now to be rudely 
attacqued and unprovided; on a frivo- 
lous pretext , immediately after the 
French had given the Queen his Mother, 
and his principal Miniſters of State at 
Madrid, ſuch folemn Aſſurances to the 
contrary, as well as at Paris, touching 
the itiviolable continuation ' of a' good 
Peace and a ſincere Friendſhip? The 
manner which $paiz hath held and ated 
with us newly in relation to Ergland, 
when we were aſlaulted by three power- 
ful Enemies at one'time,- ought 'to ob- 
lge us,at leaſt to be deaf to the artificial 
Allurements of France. For although the 
French bave tryed by all the wayes 1ma+ 
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ginable, and with Offers incomparably 
more advantagious than thoſe which 
they do make to us at preſent, to the 
end that ſo they might have gained the 
Forces of Spair to unite with them to 
our inevitable Oppreſhion ; yet was it 
never in their power to ſhake the unal- 
terable Amity which the Spaniſh Nation 
have for us by a kind of natural Sympa- 
thy, which one knows not how better 
to expreſs than by the Immutability of 
it, whether we do oblige or difoblige 
them. Would it not then be aa Ingrati- 
tude totally inconſiſtent withthe Honour 
and the Hoſpitality of the Ergliſþ tem- 
per,ſo ſoon to forget this Kindneſs ; ſince 
at the ſame inſtant that Spair was the 
deeplieſt engaged againſt Portugal, they 
did notwithſtanding openly oppole the 
Deſigns of Fraxce which ſeemed to the 
prejudice of Erglavd, by refuſing them 
(in contemplation of us, firmly and with 
great reſolution ) Paſſage for thoſe 
Troups of theirs which they ſent to ruine 
the Biſhopof Murſter,our Ally and Con- 
federate then. We cannot complain of 
any Injuric or Attempt wherein the Spa- 
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2iards have tampered againalt Exgland. 
No League nor ancient Treaty doth ob- 
lige us to ſecond the Deſ1gns of France z 
and we cannot conclude new Alliances 
with the French to this purpoſe, without 
directly contravening that Treaty which 
we have lately ratified with Spain. Let 
us ſee then what the Herald 1s to ſay to 
the Spaniards that ſhall be ſent to de- 
nounce War unto them on this occaſion 
from England; or with what Reaſons we 
ſhall be able ro fill a Manifeſio which we 
would offer to the Publick, whereby to 


. Juſtifie the Cauſes of this Rupture, 


Wherefore I leave the Care, my Lord, 
to you, being that you ſeem tobe the 
Author of this Counſ\c], to found it well 
inthe point of Juſtice. But pray,ſee that 
you perform 1t better and with more 
grace than the Writer of the Queen of 
France's Pretenſtons hath done. : 

I ſay farcher yet, That this Deſign is 
both prejudicial and deſtructive z and 
that it carries along) with 1t moſt perni- 
cious Conſequences, as well in the pre- 
ſent time as thetimeto come. For trom 
the very moment that we do break with 
Te | Spain, 
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Spain, our Commerce will ceaſe, with 


the effes of all thole great 


which the Spa- * Bythe Trea, 
Advantages Sp > ixtho Toos, 


ziards have © newly grant- .t ,,.;4 by 
ed unto us: and the Mer- the Earle ' of 
chants of this Realm, who prey rrodng 
trade there, will juſtly be bagkdour there: 
confiſcated; fince all the 

Profit that we draw from thence muſt on 
theſe terms infallibly redound in favour 
of the Hol/anders, whillt our Arms do 
buſie the Spaniards in the Low Coun- 


trezs 3 and the French, as they do their 


. utmoſt againſt Spaim, at the ſame inſtane 


will ſeize their principal Ports into their 
power,.and thus become abſolute Ma 
{ters of the Commerce, by putting them- 
ſelves into a Poſture to erect a Dominion 
' over the Sea, which we can never after- 
wards be able to reſiſt. Not above three 
years ago France Was hardly able to ſet 
forth Twenty Ships, (that is to ſay, Men 

of War3) now they have Sixty large Veſ- 

ſels, ready furniſhed and well armed,and 
do apply all their induſtry and pains in: 
every Fart to augment the number. 

Could the Ghoſt of Queen Klizabeth re- 
$p2p turn 
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turn back into the World again , ſhe 
would juſtly reproach us who are the 
Miniſters of State here in England, for 
having abandoned her good Maxims , 
by tamely ſuffering before our eyes a 
Maritime Power to increaſe, which ſhe 
ſo diligently kept down throughout the 
whole courſe of her Reign. Whereas 
you are ſo far from oppoſing the Growth 
of this Power, that you rather ſeem to 
deſire England ſhould facilitate the 
wayes to make it grow the faſter, and 
render it yet more formidable than it is, 
by the Acquiſition of the Sea-Ports, 
which in concluſion muſt infallibly bring 
France to be Miſtreſs of the Commerce 
of the 1zdzes. All the World knows the 
vaſt quantity of Money and Arms which 
the French have accumulated to that 
End alone out of the richeſt Purſes of 
that Kingdom. I agree to what hath been 
ſaid before very prudently in this Con- 
ference, that our Power and Greatneſs 
doth principally confiſt in the matter of 
Commerce; and therefore I conclude 
even from thence, by an unerrable Con- 
ſequence, that Commerce ought to " 

- tne 
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- the chief Object of our Jealoulie, and 
that we are bound to be as tender of the 
Conſervation of this Benefit as of the 
Apples of our Eyes. But then we muſt 
look far off how to prevent whatſoever 
may binder the Progreſs of Trade, or 
diminiſh the abundance of this Com- 
merce. We have nothing to fear in this 
particular on the accompt of $8paiz, 
which applies little rowards Traffick, 


and leayeth almoſt all the Advantages 


thereof freely to the Engliſh in their 
own proper Ports. But if this Intereſt 
{ſhould fall into the power of an induſtri- 
ous and aſtiye Nation, and a People co- 
yetous of Gain, as the French are, we 
arenot to expect any ſhare of the Urtili- 
ty, or to partake with Fraxce therein 3 
but rather that they will preſcribe the 
Law of Commerce unto the Engliſh, ac- 
cording to their own will and pleaſure. 
As ſoon as eyer *tis known that we do 
treat of Conjundion with France, one 
of theſe two things muſt neceſſarily hap- 
pen : either that Spaiz, finding it ſelf 
uncapable to refilt the Union of both 
Forces, Will ſend a Blagk to the French 
_ | . King, 
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King to make ſuch Conditions. with 
them as he thinks beſt, by conceding un - 
to him all their Portion in the Low Conun- 
treys ; orthat all the reſt of the Powers 
of Exrope, juſtly apprehending ſo terri- 
ble an Union, will joyn with $paiz to 
ſtop the Torrent of our Deſigns. In the 
firſt ſtate ofthe Cafe then,we ſhall quick- 
ly find our felves taken for perſons de- 
lauded in this Negotiation, and - France 
only gather all the fruit of the Couzen- 
age; of which the Shame of having been 
ſo groſly cheated can only remain to us, 
when the whole World diſcerns that the 
deſire of Prey hath prevailed with Ezg- 
lard above the Faith of thoſe ſolemn 
Treaties which we have made with the 
Crown of Spain: and thus ſhall we ob» 
tain no other Advantage by having made 
fuch a falſe ſtep, than to have facilitated 
the means for Fraxce to unite all the Low 

Countreys to that Crown without ſtrik- 
Ingone Blow, to the eternal and irrepa- 
rable damage of the Crown of Ernglazd. 
For who can aſſure us, that from: the 
fame inſtant when we do declare unto 
France our intention to unite with 
ke a them 
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them , the French, inltead of uniting 
their Party with Exgland, will not ra- 
ther prevail the ſooner in their Pretenſi- 
ons with $paiz, to make the Spaniards, 
becauſe of this Apprehenlion, diſpoſed 
to accord to whatſoever France ſhall de- 
mand ? Which is, - as the old Proverb 
ſays, to keep the Mule at our Coſt, and 
hold the ſtirrup unto the Frezchz or play 
a ridiculous part, in making uſe only of 
Scare-crows, and give a falſe Alarm to 
favour the Deſigns of others. 

Next, who ſhall ſecure us that after 
$pain hath yielded, becauſe of this Ap- 
prehenſion , the Low Copntregs to the 
diſpoſition of France, That the Spani- 
ards and (the Frexch ſhall not then 
ſtreightly unite together,to be revenged 
of us, and bring us down ? The affinity 
of Bloud, Religion,and the hopes which 
the moſt Chriſtian King may found to 
himſelt upen the Succeſlion to this Mo+ 
narchy, (if- the Renaunciation of the 
Queen once comesto be annulled) are 
ſtrong Links that may .very well unite 
them together; and the Principle of 


the Divition. which is at preſent betwixt 
them, 
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them, having no other foundation but 
reciprocal Jealouſic touching the Equa- 
lity of their Power, this Emulation will 
expire as ſoori as ever that France doth 
ſee $9454} in a Condition to be no longer 
ableto diſpute the ſovereigh Arbitrage 
of Chriſtendom with them; and the 
Cauſe of theit hatred being taken away; 
all the Effe&ts thereof will ceaſe like- 
wiſe. And then the common Intereſts of 
both will unite them in a Bond which is 
inſeparable any more, from whence our 
Ruine muſt infallibly ariſe ; becauſe the 
Subſtatce and Surety of Exzeland 
ſolely depends upon the Emulation of 
theſe two Powers, as the Temperament 
of a humane Body conſiſts in the oppoſt- 
tion of the Elementary Qualities: 

But what ſhall we ſay of the States of 
the United Provinces ? Can we reaſon- 
ably believe that they'l remain without 
Motion, or that they*l not awaken at the 
noiſe only of this Negotiation , which 
we ſhall catry oh with Fraxce to the De- 
ſtruction of $paiz? Since 'tis evident, 
they have no other courſe to take than. 
to prevent us;but by joyning themſelves 
with 
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with Fraxce in order to their old Delign 


in reference to the French Deffgne. 55 


with France before we have finiſhed this 
Treaty, or elſe to bind their Intereſts 
faſt with the Spaniſh Erown and the Em- 
ire on the firſt occafion. And then are 
we excluded from all our Pretenſions, 
and all the hopes of our vaſt Conquelſts, 
which we have fancied unto our ſelves. 
And in the next place alſo ſhall we be 
— into a long and dangerous 
ar 3 from whence we came but juſt 
now, as it were, to eſcape with ſo much 
difticulty and damage. France hath yet 
propoled nothing unto us direGtly 
touching the Ports of Oſtend and New- 
port to be given to the Engliſh 3 and 'tis 


apparent as to Ergland, by ſundry au- 
'thentick Documents, that the French 


have no mind to treat ſeriouſly with us 


' on this Point, unleſs that they do find us 
diſpoſed to unite with Spaiy and the 


States of the United Provivces for the 
common Defence. Whereas *tis no leſs 
certain that the French have expreſly 
made the very ſame Propolitions, and 
more advantagious ones, unto the ſaid 
States, by.ſoliciting them to re-combine 


of 
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of dividing the Low Countrezs mutually: 
between each other, to the entire Ex-' 
cluſfion both of us 'and: the Spaniards; 
being fully agreed as to this particular 
at the beginning of the War paſt. - 
Whereby 'tis clearly to be foreſeen; 
that Frazce conliders us no farther than 
as the worſt of their Proſpects, and that 
the French will alwayes be ready to buy 


| dearer the Amity of the States of the 


United Provinces than ours. Would it 
fot then be a great imprudence in us, to 
ferve them as Inſtruments on ſuch diſ- 
oraceful and diſadvantagious Terms, to 
contribute towards the engaging of the 
Hollanders to their Party It being out 
of doubr, that the Jealouſie which we 
ſhould fo give them of our Negotiation 
with France would bea powerful incite- 
ment to the States, 'to put them uport 
being before-hand with us in this Trea- 
ty, and cut the Graſs after this manner 
under our Feet. But admit all this ſhould 
ceaſe, I do not ſee what Meaſures we 
can take at this time with Fraxce, nor 
what Aſſurances or Precautions the 
French may give us ina Treaty,. ſo as 
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to ſhelter England from the Danger of 
that known Maxim of theirs, which is; 
In all Confederations to be bound by no 
other Rule but their Intereſt meerly, I 
avow that the Rupture of the Pyrencar 


' Treaty frights me, and the remembrance 


of their Proceeding held with us here- 
tofore throughout all the Courſe of our 
late War with Ho/and hath made me ſo 
incredulous, that they muſt ſhew me 
many Miracles, and cvident ones too, 
before I ſhall be converted to have the 
leaſt good opinion of the Sinacerty of 
their Faith and Dealing. 

That which you have alledged touch- 
ing the Support which the Royal Houſe 


of England may particularly hope fof 


from the Amity of France, is both a de- 


) licate and a dangerous Stone to ſtir, 


The Glory and the Safety of our K IN @ 
doth only confilt in the Love of his 
People, and a ſtreight union betwixt 
His MAJESTY and his preſent Parlia- 
ment, ſince He hath no other found In- 
tereſt to rely upon but that of the King- 
dom, having need of no other Arms or 


* Afiiſtence. The hearty AﬀeCtions of his 


E Sirh'- 
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Subjects and his own Royal Vertues 
will be as ſo many Cittadels erefted to 
maintain his Authority; and any other 
project 1s contrary both to his Genius 
and his admirable Prudence. For all 
thoſe who ſhall dareto inſpire any other 
thoughts into His A FE 8 TT, will 1n- 
fallibly undergo the weight of his d1{- 
picaſure, as Enemies to his Fame and 
Quiet. But at the Bottom of all, what 
help can he rationally expett from 
France, {hould he come to need it, 
(which God defend) after their un- 
worthy abandoning of the Kizg his Fa- 
ther 1 his orcateſt Diſtreſs, and of the 
King which now is likewiſe, when the 
Wheel of Fortune ran againſt them, 
evento the Exfſtirpation of the Royal 
Eine, had not He by whom Kings reign, 
wonderfully reſtored them to the 
Throne of their Anceſtors 2 It was 
that ſhameful Treaty which the French 
ratified with thoſe Uſurpers then, that 
ſacrificed CHARLES the Firſt to the 
Ambition of the T vrant Over Cromwel, 
who had ſnatched the Scepter from the 
rizht Owners and Proprictors thereo:z. 


Nay, 
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Nay, to ſuch a degree was the Inhoſpi- 
tability of Frazce grown at that time, 
though his Father were thus execrably 
Murthered before the eyes of the French, 
our King's own Cozen-german refuſed 
him a Retreat that might be ſecure for 
his own Perſon. Therefore 'tis fit that 
the Ezeliſh ſhould be dilabuſed once fot 
all, by being better informed, lince 
Fraxce is ſo tar from being aſliſting or 
uſeful unto us upon this Conjuntture, 
that in truth they Go ſeek only to in- 
creaſe our Diviſions and Troubles. | 
_ For'tis both their Intereſt and Maxim 
ſoto do : which Condutct hath been ex- 
actly and hereditarily obſerved in their 
Counſels for many Ages together, (and 
hewly in the Jaſt Civil War here) fince 
all the Baits which they do preſent unto 
us are but ſo many Apples of Diſcord 
which the French Emiſlaries calt up and 
down among us, purpoſely to embroi! 
us with our Neighbours, or elſe with 
one another. 

Next, let us conſider at preſent whe- 
ther we ſhall find our Accompt betrer 
with Spain. *'Tis evident that folid Rea- 
E .2 fort 
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ſon of State duth totally incline us to 
leave that other way 5 and you cannot 
but all acknowledge this to be our true 
Fundamental Maxim, whereby we may 
keep the Balance in £quilibrio;z and that 
our Safety doth molt conliſt in ſuch an 
£quilibrium:why then ſhould we ſwerve 


| trom thence out of vain hopes, or quit 


the Body for the Shadow ? The Inte- 
reſt of Commerce no way invites us to 
take part with Fraxce: and this Truth 
&s ſonotorious to all the people of Erg- 
land, that rhere is no Eloquence able to 
perfwade them contrary to their own 
Experience therein. The Cauſe is juſt 
and favorable: A young *Pu- 

*TheXIN'G pj] unworthily oppretled; 
0 $241% apPeace fo ſolemnly and pi- 
cvl)y eſtabliſhed as lightly violated by a 
Proceſs of Cavils and Legerdemain, by 
a Proceeding thereupon full of Surpri- 
fals and Violence, as well as Pretenſions 
unjuſtly revived after an 

he ls Prck- ONS | Renunciati- 
 18/.+ Article 4, 018 5 are lo many voices 

1147: "0298 whichſpeak totheRoot of 
our Conſciences, to call us tothat which 
| We 
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we owe to Juſtice, Pity, good Neigh- 
bourhood , the Publick Cauſe of Chri- 
ſtendom,and our Selves. For in this mat- 
teris concerned noleſs than the Caſe of 
Royal Succeſſions, which France will 
needs have ſubmitted to the Cuſtoms of 
ordinary Citizens, and the Conſervation 
of that Bulwark which is common to all 
theſe parts of Exrope, againſt this Tor- 
rent which threatens the whole Vicinity 
with a great Inundation,and the aſſuring 
the Tranquillity of the Chriſtian Repub- 
lick againſt an unquiet Nation, that will 
never deſiſt from diſturbing of it until 
their Infolence ſhall be abated. 

The Foundation then being fo folid, 
becauſe we ſhall in this Oppoſition have 
to treat with a Nation that makes pro- 
feſ1on of Honour and Generofity, which 
hith never yet been accuſed to be guilty 
of having violated any pub- | 
lick Treaty,and thar would pu —_— 
rather * hazzard the loſs pe 7 Wy eg 
of their Monarchy than 
their Reputationz the Advantage is 
both ſecure and confiderable : whereas 
on the account of Fraxce weſhall appear 
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but as little Acceſlories, and the French 
will carry us on as the Firſt Motion, on- 
ly according to the rapidneſs of their 
Progrel3, by applying us meerly in the 
courſe of their Gameto their own Ends: 
and thus ſhall we become the Miniſters 
of their Ambition, and be made ule of 
like a pair of Stairs, on which they do 
meanto tread in order to their obtaining 
the Vniverſal Monarchy. In fine, their 
Intereſts, 1f that we are ſtill predeſtina- 
ted to be thus grofly deluded, muſt be 
the Rule of ours, and our future Con- 
duct too ana Operations. But in taking 
part with Spain we [hall be the Arbitra- 
tors of Peace and War, and enabled to 
give the whole weight unto the Reſo- 
lutions of each Parity. T hen will France 
conſider us with terrour and the appre- 
henfion of what our Arms may do, and 
Spain by the addition of our Succours. 
It we do deſire Conquelts , we cannot 
hope for more lawful ones, nor eafter 
Victories, than to re-unite by this means 
our ancient Dominion in Frexce, wich 
have' formerly been diſmembred from 
the Crown of Enzlard. But if we ſhall 
I | Fe Itmit 
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limit our Deſigns to the ſole eſtabliſh- 
ment of a Peace, we may find the Ac. 
compt both of Glory and Safety likewiſe 


therein : ſince it appears by authentick 


Letters of Monſieur de Lionn's wiiting, 
that France 1s reſolved to be content 
with Reaſon, as ſoon as ever they do ſee 
England fixed to joyn with Spain and 
the States of the United Provinces. So 
that *tis in our choice whether to rake 
an advantagious War, or procure an 
honeſt Peace, at the firſt appearance of 
our preparations in Arms. Whereas, on 
the contrary, 'tis evident by the Inter- 
ception of the aforeſaid Diſpatches,that 
they will deſpiſe all manner of Offices 
and Mediations that are not Armed, 
but rather purſue vigourouſly their 
Courſe whither Fortune ſhall drive it 
on, ſo long as they do meet with no 
powerful Obſtacles in the way. ; 

Therefore, becauſe you ſeem to be- 
lieve that Spaiz 1s reduced to ſo low 
a Condition, -that our Relief would be 
altogether unuſeful to them, and ſerve 
for nothing but to bring down the Ven- 
geance of Fraxce exaſperated upon us 3 
for Gad's ſake, cure your ſelf of this 
E 4 Pannick 
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Pannick fear as ſoon as you can. 'Tis 
France endeavours to erect a formidable 
Power, if ſhe finds no Oppoſition in the 
approaches thereunto; and Spainproba- 
bly muſt ſink under the burthen, unleſs 
that Crown be ſuccoured : though it is 
as true alſo, that the Miſchief is ealily 
to be prevented, if Remedies be applied 
thereunto in due time, and before that 
the Inconvenience root it ſelf too deep. 
All the Advantage which France bath 
gained i in this laſt Campaign, 1s no more 
than a an effe&t of their Addreſs, and the 
overrzrown Credulity of Spain, rather 
thanof their Valour and Power. All the 
Places which they have conquered in 

7/anders,are but great Countrey-I owns, 
where the People being ever the ſtrong- 
eſt, he that is Maſter of the Field carries 
always the Keys of them at his Girdle, 
to enter When he pleaſes; and the 


winning of one Battel recovers them 
back again. by 


France hath conſtantly yielded in e- 
very thing where ſhe hath found a real 
Refiſtence, without gaining any thing 
beyond what the fright of an incommo- 
dated Multitude hath holpen them to 

*E acquire 
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acquire by ſuch a Surprizing Invaſion. 
Spaiz hath yet great reſorts to recur un- 
to, provided only they can gain time, 
and the means of making them meet to- 
gether, and thus recover their Spirits. 
We know that ſhe hath made Contracts 
tor conſiderable ſums of Mony, and that 
the Spaniards are now about to put 
themſelves in a way to be able ſhortly 
to withſtand the ſtrongeſt Shocks of 


this War : and by the litle Diverſion of 


the Forces of France which we may 
make without any prejudice to Emrg- 
lind, we can certainly put Spain into a 
Condition of attaquing the French, as 
well as of defending it {-1f, and fo (hall 
we reduce France into a neceility of de- 
manding peace. Spain is not unprovided 


; of Friends nor Aliies. The Emperour 


doth already make a great ſtep in fa- 
vour of the Circle of Burgundie, by 


| taking of itintirely under his protection, 
as a Member of his Body. I he States of 


the United-Provinces arenot alleep nei- 
theras to their own proper Irtereſts up-. 
on this ConjunCture and after having 


tried in vain the ſweeter waies of ap- 


peaſing the Tempeſt, they will not aban- 
=” don 


66 The Intereſt of England 
don themſelves on ſo preſſing an Oc- 
caſion, being that they do ſee well e- 
nough their Safctie depends abſolutely 
upon theirReſolution. We know that 
they delirea ſincere Alliance with us, 
and that they would make all the pro- 
_— neceſlary towards it, could they 
but diſcern in us any real diſpoſition 
not to reject the Offer. Sweden , which 
1s weary to ſerve but as an Inſtrument 
to the Intereſts' of France, to the pre- 
Judice of their own Aﬀeairs, will no- 
doubt alſo follow our Motions: - and . 
the moſt part ( whom rather Fear than 
Love doth tie unto the Motions of 
France) will queſtionleſs take off the 
Mask, as ſoon as ever they ſhall ſee a 
conſiderable Power on foot ro ProteCt 
them : France is a Body replete with ill 
humours, which will eaſily degenerate 
into an univerſal Corruption, when the 
French are never ſo little ſhaken. The 
Jealouſie alone which our Fleet will 
givethem, muſt needs oblige them to 
employ the better part of their Troops 
to tarniſh their Maritime Coaſts ; and 
conſequently render them the weaker 


_ every-where elſe. Belides,tt 1s plain that 


ig 
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in this laſt Campaign, in which they 
thought to ſwallow all up at a bit, they 
made all the Force that they were able, 
and yet were not able notwithſtanding 


to bring into the Field above Fourty 


thouſand men, after having drawn out 
of their Garriſons and the Proviſion of 
their Towns all the Strength almoſt that 
they had there, whereby their Frontiers 
were beft naked. Judge then to what 

int they'l be reduced, when they'l be 
put both to furniſh their Places on all 
tides, and divide their Troups too, in 
Alſatia, Ttaly,the County of 
*Roſſullon, and Flanders;and 
that in all theſe Countries they'l meet 
withEnemies to fight againſt,as well as a 
multitude of Male-contents at home , 
no leſs formidable within the Center of 
their own proper Bowels. For thus they 
can build no longer upon the ſtrength 
of their Army , Which is deſtroyed 
very near already by Labour, Sickneſs, 
Diſeaſes, and want of Pay. Wherefore 
they mnſt begin anew, and with freſh 
charges raiſe more men, becauſe the ill 
uſage which their Troups have received 
dothrender them ſo barren of Souldiers, 
- 2295 that 


* or Catalonia. 
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that they are compelled to ſeek Recruits 
and as it were beg Supplies, with vaſt 
ſums of Money, from other States. And 
this Imaginary Fountain of Treaſure of 


theirs, which here is thought to beun-, 


exhauſtible, will be found to have a bot- 
tom when our Fleet doth diſturb their 
Commerce, the Credit which till then 
= they may get with the Par- 

_ Which & th® tiſans, by means of oppreſ- 

Banovzr & ling th le, wi i Ta 

our Banquer & HUng tne peopie, wit X 
Farmers. of the upon Tax, will fail. The 
my men of bulineſs and theNa- 
tives, being preſſed to unſupportable ex- 
tremities,w1ill quickly either caſt off the 
yoke, or ſink under the burthen and the 
weight of thoſe Impolitions. Their inca- 
pacity to hold out any longer is well e- 
nough ſeen,by the impoſſibility wherein 
they now find themſelves to make good 
what they have promiſed the Ports. 
gueſes, whoſe Friendſhip hath been for- 
merly ſo neceſlary unto them. And if 
Spain, as 'tis hoped that it may do, once 
ſhall take a reſolution to be delivered of 
this inteſtine. War with Portugal by 
ſome Accommodation,the Spaniards will 
ſoon be in a condition of being uſeful 
: tO 
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to theirAllies, &feared by theirEnemies, 
But if we do ſuffer the Deſigns of France 
to paſs by undiſcovered, & impunitively 
to permit them to conquerthe LowConn- | 
treys towards the total oppreſſion of 
Spaix;thenl cannot but avow thatFrarce 
thus will be moſt terrible unto us.And in 
caſe at preſent we are afraid of drawing 
theirRevenge on our heads,then ſhall we 
have much juſter cauſe to apprehend the 
future effects of their Ambition: Where- 
fote at theBottonz of all theſe Reaſons,it 
ſeems to me that/ by the ſame Principle 
of apprehenſion which you have of the 
French, we are obliged to oppoſe theſe 
Progreſles of theirs, which if not ſtopped 
would yet render them more reduubt- 


If ſo be that we do fear them in the 
Field, having fo many Friends that do 
tender their Alliance unto us,our fear 
were much more juſtitable, if after the 
rej<Cting of all thoſe Offers, we alone 
were expoled to their mercy 3- or that 
our moderation could exempt us from 
their out rages,but on the contrary, ra- 


[ ther givethe French better Convenien- 


cles of putting theſe Violences in Exe- 
cution 
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cution, ſhould: ſuch an inſipid Counſel 


prevail; for they'l never con(ider us far- 
ther than we do make our ſelves Con- 
ſiderable. They have Printed Books of 
their Pretenſions to Ergland. Experience 
teaches us (even to this day ) that tis e- 
nough with them to ground a War, 
without giving them any other cauſe of 
*5.olend ind Hoſtilitie ; That we have 
Itleand. * Kingdoms belonging to 
this Monarchy which may very well fit 
their Defigns; which is enough to invite 
| the French to attaque them whil'ſt Exg- 
lend is weak. 
Hiſtory likwiſe doth ſhew us, how that 
all our £&1lliances with the houſe of Bur- 
eundie have (till been glorious and uſe- 
ful, and all thoſe with Frazce, unfortu- 
nate & prejudicial. *Tis ever more dan- 
Ferous tO £0 out of the beaten Road,to 
travel through By-lanes, unknown and 
dark untried Paths. | 
. -You!l eafily agree with me, that the 
Union of the Dnited Provinces with 
France is the thing of all. others which 
we ought the moſt to apprehend as fa- 


tal to our Crown : and therefore, by + 


con ſequence, nothing can be more _ 
or 
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| for England than to diſunite them. Heas- 


ven furniſhes us now with an occafion of 
doing that, which we ſhall never be able 
to recover again, ſhould it be neglected: 
& if we do ſuffer it to flip away we ſhall 
bring that Republick into a neceſſity of 
tying this fatal Knot with Fraxce ſtrong- 
lier than ever it was faſtned before, This 
Union therefore above all others mult 
be the Object of our Care, as it hath of 
late demonſtratively been the cauſe of 
our misfortunes. 

I conclude then upon ſolid Foundati- 
ons, without hefitating, That, in the firſt 
place, we mult neceflarily take part in 
this War, either with Spaiz or France * 
and next, that we mult not engage 
blind-fold, without taking right Mea- 
ſures with thoſe who have the ſame In- 
tereſt that England hath in the Caſe : 
thirdly, that we muſt knit our Party 
firmly together, and get all the Advan- 
tages we can inthis Treaty with $paziz, 
as well as all the Security poflible with 
other States; without yet exaCting from 
Spaiz things which are intolerable unto 
them, whom the loſs of the Low-Conrntries 
for fear of being reduced by the Exorbl- 

tancy 
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tancy of our Demands, may plunge ut 
1 necetlity of according to whatever 
France hall require. 


his Diſ-outſe being ended, I obſer. 
ved by their Countenances, that the 
two Perſons who fpake firſt applauded 
this Opimcn,:and that the third wan was 
much ſhaken. They had ſome farther 
ſpecch togethe:but ſo foitly,that I can- 
not well collect the ſenſe of it: after 
which ail tne Company embraced, and. 
gave one another their hands, with a re- 
cigrocal promile of ſecrecy, as we! $an 
Union in the ſame Deiign. And thus racy 
ſeparated eacha ſeveral way, with evi- 
dence of great ſatisfaftion & friend({hip.. 
Ana as ſoon as ever theywere gon,[ flip- 
ped backinienhbly again into the former 
o>{curity near the Bed; without being 
lecn by any of tne Donefticks. And 
thauswbillt chefe particulars werefreſh in 
memory, I did {ct them down in Papery 
and ail that I cov!'d remember of thei 
DBiſcourſe,only to fatistie my own Curia= 
fity,and the Coriouſacis of myFriends. 
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